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No ve obliged to abandon long ſtanding at- 
tachments and to withdraw regards that have 
been founded on the baſis of a long exiſting friend- 
hip, is one of the moſt painful events of life g 
and when ſuch relinquiſhment is further aggra» 
vated by the neceſſity of acting in direct oppoſition 
to the man, who, of all others, has been gene- 
rally ſuppoſed to have the ſtrongeſt reliance on 
you for affiſtance and ſupport, the taik of vin- 
dicating ſuch a proceeding becomes doubly un- 
pleaſant, For the ſacred regard fo readily 
paid by mankind to the claims which indi- 
viduals, who are in habits of reciprocal confi- 
dence and truſt, have upon each other, tends 
naturally to excite, in the latter caſe, a greater 
degree of abhorrence towards the party chargg- 


- 
s 


able with ſuch conduct. But as neither the laws 
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ol ſociety, nor the dictates of friendſhip, require 
a man to continue His attachment at the expence 
of his honour, he forfejts no claim to public or 
to private approbation by abandoning his con- 
nection when it ceaſes to be ſafe or honourable 
to him to perſiſt· longer in the maintenance of it. 
Such, a few days ago, was my ſituation; and 
the line of conduct I was ſo fortunate as to purſue 
having been very freely animadverted upon by 
ſome, and completely miſunderſtood by others, 
it becomes a duty I owe myſelf to produce ſuch 
facts as en a eps ph er tf 
of view. 
Theſe enthridane, bee are by: no 
means ſufficient to juſtify the preſumption of an 
obſcure individual, in obtruding his inſignificant | 
caſe upon the publick ; nor ſhould 1 for a moment 
entertain ſo vdin and impertinent an idea, but 
that the publick themſelves; and more eſpecially 
that reſpectable part of the publick, who attended 
the Meeting at the London Tavern laſt Wedneſ- 
day, are ſomewhat intereſted in being made ac- 
quainted with the circumſtances I have to relate. 
They are meant to apply to two points. The 
firſt is to ſubſtantiate certain repreſentations 
which it was my duty to make, and which 
tended to ſhew that the Comptroller General a 
concerned in bringing forward the Meeting, and 
Te EA in 
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in providing with ſuitable materials, thoſe FEY 
men who principally undertook to introduce and 
promote the oojetts for which that meeting was 
called; and the ſecond. is to make it appear, that 
in diſcharging that duty, I violated no one prin- 
ciple of friendſhip, truſt, honour, or confidence 
repgſed, either official or perſonal. _ 

Something like an attempt was made to con- 
tradict the repreſentations above deſcribed, 
and in a quarter too where it is of the utmoſt 
conſequence to have the fact fairly eſtabliſhed. 
To that end, I will proceed forthwith to ſtate, 
as they came within my knowledge, the cir- 
cumſtances of the affair, | | | 
- On my arrival at the Poſt Office on Friday 
morning, (the 1oth inſt.) I was earneſtly beſet 
by ſome. of the people there, to know if I had 
not ſeen the advertiſement reſpecting the late 
delivery of Letters, and the Public Advertiſer 
of the day before which contained it, was pro- 
duced. I directly aſked, if Mr. Palmer had 
ſeen it, and was anſwered, yes. He had 
ſeen it the morning before, previous to his leav- 
ing the Office. It immediately ſtruck me to be 
very extraordinary, that, upon the firſt ſight of 
ſuch a thing, he ſhould not ſend to me, or leave 
ſome meſſage on the ſubject, as its contents 
were certainly of a nature, t induce his ad- 
| viſing 
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vifing with. his Officers on the ſteps it might 
be proper to take ; and, underſtanding by all the 
enquirtes I could make, that it was received by 
him with all poffible coolneſs, which is far from 
being the caſe in general with him on occaſions 
of the leaſt importance, I immediately conceived 
an opinion, that it muſt be the production of 
friends, as its appearance excited in Mr. P. 
neither the alarm for ſuch an event, or the diſc 
poſition to ptepare for its conſequences which 
might reafonably be expected, had it been fa- 
bricated and brought forward without his know- 
tedge. My obſervation to those around me, 
and who were eagerly waiting for my fentiments 
upon it, was, that I was much miſtaken if the 
Poſt Office was not rapidly becoming a ſcene of 
incrigue and myſterious policy, the termination 
and e 
matter to foreſee. 

In the courſe of the morning I had the ho- 
nour of an interview with a gentleman of the 
firſt reſpeRability in the city, who called upon 
me to obtain ſome information reſpecting the 
intended meeting. 1 told him 1 had but juſt 
before ſeen the advertiſement, and was perfectly 
ignorant of its origin, its author, or the ſteps 
meant to be purfued; that J had not ſeen Mr. 
Palmer fince the advertiſement appeared, and 


of 
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of courſe was vnqualified to ſay what his ſen- 
timents might be, but that J would take the 
earlieſt opportunity of doing it, and would 
communicate to him the reſult. Conceiving, ap- 
parently, that what I ſaid proceeded from preme- 
ditated caution, he defired I would not 
imagine that he was impelled by improper cus 
tioſity, ot deſirous of getting information fur 
improper ' purpoſes, adding, that he couid 
ſatisfy me he was not entirely out of tlie ſecret; 
for that he had been given to underſtand that 
the advertiſement was penned by a worthy 
Alderman who was to take à leading part 
in the- buſineſs of the day, though his name 
did not appear at the foot of the advertiſement; 
and that the object of the ineeting was, in con · 
currence with Mr. Palmer's ſentiments, to bring 
forward ſome intimations correſponding with 2 
rumour in circulation, reſpecting the Comp- 
troller General's being obſtructed in his endea · 
vours, and his exertions interrupted and ren · 
dered fruitleſs by the interference of Superiot 
Authority, and that the end fought was, by ap- 
plicationtothe Miniſter, to obtain an enlargement 
of the Comptroller General's powers, in order 
moſt effectually to ſecure to the Publick the full 
benefit of his unfettered exertions. 


Much more paſſed; — a, nike 
| beſt 
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| beſt of my recollection, the principal part that re- 


lated to the object of this ſtatement. The gentle- 
man I have here taken the liberty of alluding to, 
is of too much reſpectahility, independence, and 


known integrity, to be capable of deriving any 


credit, or needing any eulogium, from what 1 


may fay; but, being compelled to the ne- 


ceſſity of referring to the converſation that paſſed 
between us, (which neceſſity will, I truſt, be 
too obvious to ſubje& me, in any reſpect, to his 
diſpleaſure, for what I moſt reluctantly yield 
to), I muſt further add, that the whole tener 
of his diſcourſe, and the obvious and only end 
he had in view, was to obtain openly and ho- 
nourably ſuch information as was neceſſary to the 


determining his conduct, in ſeconding the ef- 
forts of others to pfoſecute with effect the im- 


portant object of ſecuring to the Publick the 
uninterrupted: benefits of .a Plan to which he 


profeſſed himſelf a friend on account of the real 


advantages it had been productive of to Trade! 
The ſentiments J delivered were ſuch as I con- 
ceived it became me to deliver, ſtanding as I did 
5 ee En Wang r: | 
ſentative. 999 9” 2 2 
The next aten (Satirday: this" rich), on 
my going to the Office, I waited upon Mr. 
Palmer, and introduced the ſubject by ſaying 
0 * that 
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that 1 felt extremely aukward the day before in 
conſequence of my being out of the ſecret re- 
ſpecting the advertiſement ; for that a gentle- 
man, &c. &t. &c. ſetting forth what is before 
tated, and adding, that the ſame gentleman 
was to call again a quarter before three. Mr. 
Palmer not only tacitly admitted what I related 
to be that gentleman's ſtatement of the buſineſs, 
ſo far as it had been deſcribed to him, but he 
- proceeded directly to inſtruct me in the way he 
conceived. the affiſtance of ſo reſpected a cha- 
rafter might be rendered moſt conducive to the 
accompliſhment of the object for which the 
Meeting was ſummoned. 
Hie deſired I would inform this gentleman, in 
the firſt place, that he ſhould be very happy to 
pay his reſpects to him after the Meeting, but 
that he had carefully avoided all perſonal com- 
munication on the ſubje& with any one, on ac- 
count of the impropriety of his being ſeen to in- 
. terfere; that it would be explained at the 
Meeting by the worthy - Magiſtrate this gentle- 
man had. alluded to, that the great cauſe of the 
delay in the delivery of Letters was underſtood 
to ariſe from the eſtabliſhment of certain Checks 
which were introduced by an authority which 
the Comprroller General could not combat, and 
for the * of 3 ſome increaſe of 
0 B accuracy 
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d sccurscy in che morning account of Letters, 
which. could not be effected in the way gropoſes 
without materially retarding the progreſs of the 


morning duty. That the interference of the ſam 


authority in other ways; tended to enfecble the 
Comptroller General's influence over thoſeinother 
departments of the ſervice, where an unequivocal 
obedience to his orders was indiſpenſably neceſſary 
to a proper conduct of the buſineſs; but that, 
ſhaken as the people had been in their attach- 
ment and their confidence, they had relaxed in 
their exertions, &c, and for theſe reaſons it was 
ro be moved, that a Committee be appointed to 
wait upon the Miniſter, to ſuggeſt to him the 
neceſſity of the Compreoller General being poſ- 
ſeſſed of larger powers, and authorized to act 
according to the dictates of his own unfettered 
judgment; which the Publick had been fo li- 
beral as to acknowledge had, when uncontrouled, 
been productive of the greateſt advantages to 
their corre ſpondence. Mr. Palmer directed me 
likewiſe (under the idea of its being proba- 
ble that this gentleman might be inclined to 
take a forward part at the meeting), to propoſe, 
as from myſe!f, to accommodate him with the 
peruſal | of ſome papers that would more com- 
| pletely confirm to him che manner in which the 
concerns of the Poſt Otfice were going on; add- 
: | LM ; ing, 


u 
ing, at the fame time, that 2 ſelection of the Poſt 
Maſter General's minutes, and other papers, 
which the Magiſtrate before alluded to was then 
running his eye over, ſhould be got for me to 
ſend to him. 1 delivered Mr. P. 55 ſentiments 
to this gentleman as correctly as I could, an 
when he was gone, Mr. 3 told me he would 
ſtep down to the Magiſtrate before Aluded to 
ut the papers. 

| Before I. left the Office 1 faw him again, and 
he rold me the Alderman was from home, but 

that the papers ſhould be got, and ſeht to my 
| houſe for me to forwerd. He expreſſed a wiſh 
alſo that I would prepare ſome materials for 
another reſpectable and worthy Alderman to 
bring forward and uſe, as part of the ſpeech 
he had undertaken to make on the occaſion. 
He mentioned, alſo, certain Editors of N ews 
Papers, whom he wiſhed me to apply. to. for 
their attendance on the occaſion, and in other 
ways, demonſtrated how, much and how prin- 
cipally he was engaged i in managing the buſineſs. 

After quitting the Office, (where the hurry 
and, buſtle during the morning made it impol- 
ſible for me to devote a moment to due conlide- 
ration of the ſubject), 1 gave myſelf up to re- 
— and ſaw plainly that I was et to be 
1 B 2 made | 
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ade a cat Per, and ſtood a Akon of being 
eventually diſmiſſed from my ſituation for oſten- 
fibly. countenancing and abetting an extraordi- 
nary ſcheme to prejudice the Publick againſt the 
Poſtmaſter General. And I muſt eutreat that due 
regard be paid to this ſerious point, namely, chat 
though I had been but that moment as it were 
led into the trap, I was at the very ſame inſtant 
moſt completely fixed in the Poſt of Honor, if 
that expreſſion means the Poſt of Danger, for 


no other perſon being ſeen to act in the buſineſs, 


1 as a matter of courſe, muſt have been the firſt 


called upon to account for my conduct. A 
partial ſelection of examples is often ſufficient to 


ſatisfy the claims of Juſtice, and in all fuch caſes 


the ringleader is ſure.co be the firſt that falls. 1 


duly weighed the various circumſtances which 


this. ſtrange ſcheme included. My own ex- 


perience of and thorough acquaintance with 
the ſubject enabled me to know that no one 
fact could poſſibly be eſtabliſhed that was capable 
of faſtening upon the Poſtmaſter General the in- 
tended ſtigma ; on the contrary, abundant Proof 


exiſted to ſhew and to ſatisfy the moſt inere- 


dulous, that their conduct towards the Comp- 


troller General had been uniformly open, liberal, 
> and at ; that it had been 


their 
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+ their conſtant object to promote for, and to ſe- 
cure to the publick, every advantage and benefit 
that could poſſibly be rendered, and alſo to ſe- 
cure to the revenue (in the produce of which 
Mr. Palmer was intereſted, and they were not), 
ſuch. neceſſary checks as were indiſpenſible to an 
accurate preparation of the accompts. 
The accompts were-erroneous, as the a 
wil ſhew. Checks were neceſſary, as the officers 
will prove. The Deputy Accomptant General 
was directed to wait upon the. Comptroller Ge- 
neral to ſhew him the errors; he acknowledged 
them, and appointed me to diſcuſs them. I 
confirmed to him the propriety of correcting 
them, and received his orders to take meaſures 
for carrying into execution the mode of cor- 
recting that was propoſed. When ſome progreſs 
was made (and with very great ſucceſs), in the 
eſtabliſhment of the particular check I had un- 
dertaken to ſuperintend the progreſs of, Mr. 
Palmer directed tuo of the ſenior'officers of the 
Inland Department to re-commence. the con- 
ference with the Deputy Accomptant General, 
and to proceed immediately with the introduction 
of one or two more of the checks recommended; 
they did ſo, but of this the Poſtmaſter General 


had not even heard until after the Advertiſement 
| was 
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was ifſued. If theſe have occafioned delay, ie 
remains to be proved whether the fault is in the 
checks themſelves, or in the mode of” ory 
them into execution 
But, in caſe theſe checks, n alter- 
ations recommended by the Poſtmaſter General, 
ſhould be found to occaſion delay and inconve- 
nience to the Publick, a reference to their Lord- 
ſhips Minutes will ſhew how IEP OY 
not chargeable with the conſequences. .- 1 


« Whenever any of the Poſtmaſter ge⸗ 
« neral's Minutes contain Orders which 
ld the. Comptroller General conceives to 
ie be incompatible with the good of che 
e ſervice, he will of courſe do as the 
cc Principal of eyery other Department 
«'js always deſired to do, ſtate his ob- 
jections for the Poſtmaſter General's 
. confi deration. This to be a Standing 
2 Order.“ „Jide Min. zrſt Dec. 7 · 


Spenling of the checks which had been ſhewn 
to all the prineipal officers of the other Depart- 
ments previous to their being ſent to the Comp- 
 troller General for his Report, in order that no- 
ming imperfect or crude might be laid before 
Rim: It concludes in theſe words: 


«if 
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If the Comptroller General takes upon 
>. a9 him to ſay that the alterations- therein 
fs: « propoſed will retard the morning de- 
« liveries, it will be, as far as it goes, a 
_ reaſon for not adopting them,” 
Vide Min. 17th Jan. 1791. 


In Fl to a minute of the Deputy Comptrol- 
ler General's, the purport of which will be- ſuf- 
ficiently underſtood by the following. The Poſt- 
maſter General expreſs themſelves thus: 


« One of the rules Mr. Bonnor lays down is 
ce q bad one, namely, that in all cafes when 
e the Poſtmaſter General aſſert or direct 
e © a thing; he is to pay the moſt implicit 
« deference to it, and enfarce it immedi- 
Fe ately, waving at once all opinion of his 
on. On the contrary, it is the Poſt- 
maſter General's wiſh, and was fo ſtated 

e jn the minutes their Lordſhips made in 
December laſt, that every perſon ſhould 
« repreſent, againſt the impropriety or in- 
e expediency of any order the Poſtmaſter 
General may give, as their Lordſhips 
will be as ready to revoke it as they can 
be to give it, if it is fraught with any 
- material objeRion ; therefore Mr. Bon- 
« nor is to n that the Foſtmaſter 

| General 
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* General are 1 willing and eus 
« to receive all neceſſary information upon 
« the points about which they are giving - 
« directions; and further, whenever Mr. 
« Bonnor diſcovers overſight or errors in 
es the Poſtmaſter General's minutes, of 
« which there are probably many, he 


_ - © ſhould always point chem out; ſomey 


' © times they ariſe from miſ-copying; 
ce often, perhaps, from real miſtakes, but 
te never deliberately or intentionally.” 
Upon the very checks. in queſtion, theſe 
words cloſe the minute:—< If any of 
te theſe "ſuggeſtions are impracticable or 
* improper, the Poſtmaſter-General wiſh 
« the Comptroller-General to direct ſome 
intelligent officer to report upon them, 
© and to ſtate whether the objeCtions are to 
ce the nature of the ſuggeſtions themielves, 
© or for want of time to carry them into 
© execution. In no event cam the Poſt- 
& maſter General wiſh to opiniate them, 
«© But it is their Lordſhips' duty to point 
% out ſuch meaſures as they may think 
« neceſſary to obviate apparent defects; 
t and if the practice and experience of the 
« office ſhew their Lordſhips' opinion to 
c be —— there will then be a good 
| cc reaſon 
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s reaſon for laying them aſide; but the 
« arguments for laying them aſide will be 
e a record, and a ſatisfactory proof that it 
is expedient not to perſevere in them.” 


Fide Min. ach Aug. 1791. 


It muſt not be omitted, that, however myſ- 
rerivuſly things had been conducted, the ſigni- 
ficant looks, and the broad hints of the people 
about me, ſpoke pretty plainly that it was no 
ſecret in the Office, and on my way home, I 
diſcovered alſo, that it was almoſt as generally 
underſtood out of it. Such being the caſe, 
and the conduct of the Poſtmaſter General 
being as I have already deſcribed, it is tobe 
.- aſked, if I could poſſibly ſuffer myſelf to be 
made an inſtrument of in ſuch a ſcheme, without 
forfeiting every pretenſion to common pru- 
dence, and to common honeſty ; or if I could 
reaſonably expect ſo reproachable a conduct to 
be followed by any other conſequence than im- 
mediate diſmiſſion from my employment? One 
conſideration only could weigh in ſuch a caſe, 
and that is, whether on the ſcore of private 
friendſhip, perſonal obligation, or confidence 
repoſed, I ſhould violate any of thoſe bonds 
which men of right minds ever hold facred, but 
in that conſideration T had nothing to Mende 


WM 
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the faithful performance of my duty to the Poſt 
Maſter General, who, not only had claim to my 
fidelity, but the power alſo of puniſhing a diſ- 
regard of thoſe claims, Whereas Mr. Pal- 
mer (as I ſhall make appear) had forfeited all 
his claims upon me. entirely. There was a 
period, indeed, when ſuch was the force of 
my eſteem, and my attachment to Mr. Pal- 
mer, that no ſenſe of duty to others, or dread of 
conſequence to myſelf, however fatal, could have 
induced me to ſhrink from the promoting his 
views, and the juſtifying, to the utmoſt of my 
ability, whatever means his judgment chalked 
out as beſt to be purſued for attaining them; 
but he has, without the leaſt provocation, or 
pretence, for ſome time paſt, been prac- 
tiſing a conduct towards me, which could 
not fail to abate the warmth of thoſe grateful 
feelings; and certain recent proofs of unequivo- 
cal diſaffection towards me, have been crowned 


buy his forming a reſolution to withdraw his con- 


fidence entirely, though he had not the candour 
to appriſe me of any ſuch intention. On the 
contrary, he himſelf declared to a common 
friend in the preceding week, that it was his 
determination to carry on the external appearance 

of regard towards me as uſual, though the reality 
and confidence from bim to me ſhouid benceforth be 


n ſuppreſſed. 
Such 


1 

Such was not my conduct towards him, for 
when the reſpect due to my own character re- 
quired that I ſhould act as I have done, I, on ſa- 
tisfying my conſcience, by what every honeſt man 
would deem a proper communication with the 
Poſt Maſter General, wrote to him in the moſt 
explicit terms, declaring that in my opinion he 
was playing a deſperate game, that it threatened 
conſequences in which I determined to avoid be- 
ing a partaker, that I muſt decline the honour of 
being in any way whatever his agent in the buſi- 
neſs, and, that I begged likewiſe to relinquiſh 
henceforth the appearance of a confidence, of 
which I was now convinced the reality ceaſed 
any longer to exiſt. | 

The Papers which Mr. Palmer undertook to 
obtain from- the Magiſtrate firſt alluded to, in 
order to be forwarded as before deſcribed, were 
brought to my houſe Sunday noon, the 12th inſt. 
by the Comptroller General's Meſſenger, with a 
meſſage from Mr. Palmer at the ſame time; 
but the determination I had then formed of not 
being uſed any further in a buſineſs ſo calculated 
to effect my ruin, rendered it impoſſible for 
me, with any degree of conſiſtency, to forward 
them to the gentleman for whoſe 2 * 


were ſent to me. 
K The 


The next circumſtance J have to ſtate is, 
that I received on the evening of the day on 
which the meeting was held, a moſt extraordinary 
meſſage from Mr. Palmer, It was brought by 
the common friend before alluded to, and con- 
rained, among other things, © an offer to ſettle 
« an annuity on me, and on my wife alſo, for 
our lives; and an affurance that he would, 
ec hoth by his own perſonal exertions, and by his 
« beſt influence with all his numerous con- 
© nections, aid and promote my ſucceſs in hat- 
ever line I might chooſe to ſettle, and continue 
« his friendſhip to me through life on condition 
«that I would ſend back to him the Papers, 
« and withdraw myſelf altogether from the Office 
ce and its concerns; and that I had better re- 
% move myſelf in a manner the moſt convenient 
for me, and ſuch as I might conceive leaſt at- 
« tended with diſgrace.” 

A proffer of independence and eaſe having 
no weight with me, when coming in the ſhape 
of a price that was to pay for my ſilence, when 
it was more than ever my duty to ſpeak out, | 
nnn it in the following terms: | 


15th bes, 1792; 


SIR, 


THE only reply I can give to the meſſage you 
was pleaſed to ſend to me by Mr., is, 
that 


1 4 
that I ſhall entertain no apprehenſions reſpecting 
the loſs of my ſituation, ſo long as my conduct 
entitles me to the poſſeſſion of it; and as to the 
annuity you are ſo good as to propoſe to ſettle 
on me, and on my wife alſo, for our lives, on con- 
dition of my quietly withdrawing myſelf from 
the Office, it is the ſort of thing that, under 
the preſent circumſtances, I could-not-liſten to, 
even if it were to be double the amount of wy 
preſent ſalary. 


I am, 8 
Your moſt humble Servant, 


C. BONNOR. 

7. Palmer, E/q. | 

For reaſons which I ſhall aſſign as I proceed, 
it is neceſſary I ſhould ſtate a fact of appa- 
rent inſignificance in itſelf, but of real weight 
in its application to a moſt important object of 
this narrative: It is that I yeſterday morning 
received from Mr. Palmer's nephew a note, of 


which the following is a copy : 
« GENERAL POST-OFFICE, 
"+ "IVE" 17, TIO 
x SIR, 


© I requeſt you eee Shire. 
« which were ſent you on Sunday laſt = the 
©. bearer. 7 
« I am your bumble e 


B. BARTLETT, 
I have 


C. Bonner, Ei. 


* [ 22 J. | 

1 ier a Gngle inſtance gone our of my 
way to obtain evidence in ſupport of the 
facts I have ſtated, and the nature of the 
caſe being ſuch as to reſt by far the greater part 
of what I have ſet forth upon the ground of my 
individual aſſertion, it is neceſſary to reſort to 
and to bring forward ſuch other proofs as have 
.come to me unſought, and which are jndiſpen- 
ſible to the completely doing away an attemp! 
which bas been made to diſcredit and to contradict 
my aſſertions. If my aſſertions were not founded 

in truth, I ſhould ſtand in the ſituation of one who 
had wantonly and unwarrantably come forward to 
miſſead choſe, to whom I profefs to owe the duties 
of fidelity and attachment, and it was of the 
urmoſt importance to me to clear away all doubts 
on the ſubject. I have the ſatisfaction to know 
that I have moſt completely cleared away all 
ſuch doubts, in a quarter where the credit and 
force of my repreſentations were of ſo much con- 
ſequence to me; and I flatter myſelf that no indi- 
vidual whatever will heſitate to pronounce de- 
cidedly on the juſtneſs of the concluſions to be 


inferred ſrom the foregoing ſtatement, when they 


have duly conſidered the ſupport and confirma- 
tion which my aſſertions derive, firſt, from the 
circumſtances to which I refer in proof of the 


papers * been ſent to me immediately 
from 


2 J 
from the Comptroller General, at the preciſe 
time correſponding with the original ſtatement of 
the affair; ſecondly, from the perfect uſeleſsneſs 
of ſending thoſe papers to me at all, if not for 
the purpoſe I have deſcribed; thirdly, from the 
_ impatience “ that has been expreſſed for the reco- 
very of them; and fourthly, from the contents 
of thoſe papers, which are of a nature calculated 
to impreſs thoſe who read them with opinions 
perfe&tly correſponding with the arrangement of, 
the buſineſs of the meeting at the London Ta- 
vern, as it was originally planned. That the con- 
duct of the buſineſs when the day came ſhould 
wear a crippled aſpect, will no longer excite the 
ſurprize of the many who were at a loſs to com- 


prehend it, or to account ſor the myſtery that 


veiled ſome. things from their knowledge, which 
they thought, having been hinted at, ſhould not 
be buried, as they were, in concealment z, and. 


which, in all probability, would not have been, 


Since ſending my laſt page to preſs, another meſTige 
from the Comptroller General has been communicated to 
me by the common friend before alluded to; ſignifying, 
among other things, that if I did not immediately return 
« the papers, advice would be taken upon it, and I ſhould be 
« compelled to reſtore them as a part of his property unlaw- 
fully detained.” And I deem it not immaterial to add 
this in further corroboration of the inference to be drawn 
from what has been already ſtated on the ſubjeR.” | 

| | ſo 


9 £ \ * 
* 
2 
. 


EI 


ſo. cautiouſly withheld, if my — un- 
folding: of the affair had not induced a change 
of ſyſtem, or at leaſt ſuch a ſoftening down 
in the manner of purſuing. the ſyſtem, as ſo 
unexpected an event ſeemed to render adviſable. 
To the numerous friends, who for ſeveral years 
paſt have been ſuch in common to Mr. Palmer 
and to me, and who muſt neceſſarily be ſhocked 
at the preſent unhappy ſtate of things berween 
us, I am able to produce, for their ſatisfaction as 
well as my own, ſuch teſtimonies of propriety in 
my conduct at this important criſis, as will, I 
doubt not, © completely juſtify me in their good 
opinion. I have hitherto been ſo ſortunate 
2s to conduct myſelf through lite in ſuch a manner 
as to add frequently and contiderably to the 
number of my friends; and I can with as much 
truth as honeſt pride declare, that I never, in 
the courſe of my life, forfeited the eſteem 
of any one individual whoſe friendſhip was worth 
retaining, My conduct towards Mr. Palmer has 
been uniformly and unceaſingly marked by the 
moſt unremitting diligence to ſerve him in my 
official Capacity, and a perſevering zeal to pro- 
mote his views, his happineſs, and his honour. 
by any poſſible means I could deviſe and every 
exertion I was capable of. Many of the mutual 
friends to whom I am now, appealing, will bear 


me 


U, 


1 
me out in declaring it. The jealous feeling 
I always entertained for his honour, the unaf- 
ſected friendſhip and regard I cheriſhed to- 
ward his perſon, the zeal 1 manifeſted on all 
occaſions for the proſperity of his undertakings, 
and the ſincere which invariably accom- 
panied all my tranſactions with him or for him, 
ſhould have excited on his part the livelieſt ſenſe 
of the rights which' ſuch fidelity and vnabating 
„ I have, how 
ever, experienced returns the moſt oppoſite to 
my dend without its ever having been hinted 
to me how or in what individual inſtance I have 
merited the treatment beſtowed upon me. Tam 
at this moment completely at a Toſs to account 
for his behaviour towards me; for he never, to 
my knowledge, had the leaſt provocation or cauſe 
from me either directiy or indirectly; and I can 
| confident]y aver, that he neither has, directly 
or indire&ly, ſuggeſted to me, that he was di- 
ſatisfied with me, or my conduct, in any reſpect 
"whatever. Some of my friends, indeed, have 
hinted at cauſes they deemed not unlikely to con- 
tribute to the ſtrange bent his mind has taken, 
but they are of a nature that it does not become 
me to ſtate; and, except one or two circum- 
ſtances, which 1 will explain, I can advert to no 
Ne: foundation whatever upon which ſo unaccountable 
: D : | a pre- 


1 DEE 
"4 prejudice can be ereted. Occaſions have 
preſented themſelves of late in which, had Mr. 
Palmer been inclined to prove himſelf the 
friend I had a right to expect in him, he 
had very fair and ample opportunities, but the 
friendſhip, if it may be ſo called, which I met with 
from him was of ſo cold a nature as to be very 
capable of exciting in his mind no ſmall portion of 
diſſatisfaction when he came to reflect upon the 
diſproportion it bore to my claims upon 
him. Another poſſible cauſe may grow out of 
my having had the good fortune lately, without 
his aſſiſtance, to weather a heavy ſtorm that was 
impending over me. When I had diſpelled it I 
waited upon him for his congratulations, but his 
looks manifeſted how unfitted his feelings were to 
expreſſions of that kind, and he was candid 
enough to tell me that he could not ſay he was 
glad of it, becauſe it thwarted a hope he had 
entertained in favour of one who had a ſtronger 

intereſt in his regard than I had. That how- 
ever was not the only reaſon, I am free to ad- 
mit that beſides that perſon's being his near rela- 
tion, he has indeed every claim that very promiſing 
abilities, and the beſt of hearts can give him; bur, 
if Mr. Palmer had felt properly on the ſubject, he 
would not have ſuffered the welfare even of an only 
fon to induce him for a moment to look with plea- 
| ſure 


( 9 ] 

fure at an opportunity of ſuperceding one who 
had eſtabliſhed fuch claims to his en as I 

Hack done. 1 + 
It is an admitted quality of the human heart, 
that when a man has been a niggard of his kind- 
neſs where he ought to have beſtowed much, he 
not only becomes incapable of that- pleaſure 
which the preſence of a friend would otherwiſe 
inſpire, but the preſence of his friend ſo treated, 
by degrees becomes painful and diſguſting, 
Thus only can I account for the evident pain 
which my preſence has lately occaſioned to Mr. 
Palmer; thus only, after having in the afternoon 
received a cordial and hearty ſhake of the hand 
from him, can I account for his having at night 
applied to my name, and when I was abſent, a 
variety of abuſive epithets, declaring at the ſame 
time, as I before deſcribed, that he ſhould till 
keep up the ſame appearances of friendſhip as 
before, but that he would gradually, and by de- 
grees, entirely withdraw from me all confidence 
whatever. It is about a month only that he re- 
turned from Bath, and I have his letters to pro- 
duce, which exhibit, up to the very day of bis 
quitting the place, as unqueſtionable a ſhew of 
attachment and regard as his correſpondence has 
| evinced at any one period of our connection. 
n ay” return to town, nothing has pro- 
| n a * 


* 
oh. , 
PM 
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* TEEN could induce a change of 
ſentiment in him, nor has he in any reſpect ſig- 
nified to me (as before tated) that his ſentiments 
of me were changed, or he. at all diſſatisfied with 
any part of my conduct. He evenſo lately as laſt 
Saturday, the 11th. inſt. which was the laſt time I 
ſpoke, with him, received and converſed with me 
preciſely in the ſame friendly and familiar manner 
that we have ever been accuſtomed to. oY 
This being /the exaßt ſituation in which 1 
. ſtood; the marked and determined object of 
unprovcked reſentment; lulled into dangerous 
ſecutity; perfectly unconſcious, at the moment, 
of the inevitable ruin that terminated the path 
into which, though accident firſt led me, I found 
myſelf moſt heartily welcomed : was it poſſible | 
that when came calmly to reflect upon the 
degraded manner in which I was treated, and 
when I ſaw myſelf placed as it were the only of- 
tenſible promoter of a plan that nothing could 
juſtify,” and that nothing could prevent from ef- 
fecting my ruin, if I abetted it, however I might 
be able to demonſtrate the progreſs of it before 


I was fo. unfortunate as to ſtumble upon it; I 
ſuay, under all. theſe circumſtances, aggravated as 
they were by the unmerited and concealed in- 


ſtances of diſgrace and degradation that were le- 
75 velled at me, and which 4 can prove by reference 
to 


8 
to 2 gentleman, the common friend, who is his 
friend as well as mine, was it poſſible for me, or 
for any man ſo circumſtanced, to heſitate a mo- 


ment about the line it beſt became him to pur- 
| Tue? Had Mr: Palmer, after ſuch conduct towards 
me, the moſt diſtant claim to my conſideration? 
Was he not rather becoine voluntarily and pre- 
meditatedly a fitter object of friy reſentment? 
but God, who knows my heart, knows I had 
no feeling of that ſort towards him; (and I prove 
it by confining myſelf, i in  Uils Explanation, to 


ceflary to the juſtification of my dn Conduct.) 


1 felt only that he had förfeited every rarthly 


claim to my regard, and that there was nothing 
Ike a düty remaining with me towards Him 
a_caſe Which was likely, at 'a fingle ftroke, 
to deſtroy both my fortune and character; for 
had I become a party in ſuch a bufineſs, A* 
as I before obſerved, the ply oſtenfible party, I 


would aſk the readers of the foregoing facts, | 


what poſſible plea I could have ſet pin my Jot- 
tification or my excuſe? 


If 1 ſtop here, profeſſed partizans, perhaps, 


may aſk, why, if I deemed it wrong to proceed, 


1 did nor tell him ſo, and at once opetily detline 
to act in the bulineſs ? ? T9 this I anſwer,” chat, 
during the yes T have had the Honour” to de 

em- 


= 
— — — — — — 
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* under him, 1 have always carefully 
avoided whatever could be likely to produce a 
perſonal difference between us, aware that 
(however ſuch differences may ſometimes owe 
their, origin to the veryeſt trifles), it is not an 
eaſy matter effectually to get the better of their 
conſequences. In ſuch a caſe as the preſent, to 
remonſtrate, or even to heſitate, could not fail 
to produce an immediate perſonal miſunder- 
ſtanding, which was well worth my pauſing 
upon before I yielded to ſo ſcrious an event, 
and therefore I had no prudent line to take but 
that of executing ſuch commands as he thought 
proper to lay me under during the ſhort period 
of Official hurry, which rendered reflection im- 
practicable; and as ſoon as I could withdraw my- 
{elf therefrom, I reſolved to make my mind up 
decidedly as to what it would be moſt adviſcable 
to do. | 

Should it be IM chat, having deter- 
mined not to uſe ibe papers in the way Mr. 
Palmer had directed, I ought to have ſent them 
back to him without delay ; Jet it be underſtood, 
and the foregoing ſheets will make it appear, 
that if I had done fo, | ſhould have deprived. 

myſelf of the only proof to be adduced in con- 
flirmation of my aſſertions; whereas, the cir- 


cumſtances produced by my not having ſent 


[ 3r J 


them back EO the proof ſatisfactory, abun 
dant, and complete. There is little as; 
after what I have ſaid, of its being ſuggeſted, 
that the Papers being ſent to me in confidence, 
ought, under that conſideration, not to have 
been applied to any uſe but that for which they 
were ſent; for the ſacred bond of confidence was 
now entirely deſtroyed between us; and, though 
I had not contributed towards the cancelling it, 
the very declaration which pronounced him to be 
no longer under the influence of its grateful 
reſtraints, juſt as completely abſolved me alſo. 
Then let it not be ſaid that I have acted im- 
properly. Let it not be ſaid that I, forgetful of 
the ſituation in which I ſtood with Mr. Palmer, 
deſerted him: — no; it was Mr. Palmer, who, 
forgetful of the ſituation in which he ſtood 
with me, thought proper, without any cauſe 
whatever, to eſert, ſecretly diſcard, and de- 
grade me, and by ſuch a conduct he courted all 
the canſequences which have unavoidably fol- 
lowed. 
In the performance of the foregoing painful 
taſk, I truſt, I have not failed in my endeavour 
to ſteer clear of treating with the leaſt ſhew of 
perſonal diſreſpect, even the individual of whoſe 
behaviour I have ſo much geaſon to complain; 
and I hope ſome allowance may be made for the 
; Car- 
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earneſtneſs with. which I write, becauſe the eſ- 
teem of a large circle of friends to an individual 
who has hitherto been very ſucceſsful. in cultivat- 
ing their regard, and who owes to their attach- 
ment fo confiderable a portion of happineſs as I 
do, is a ſtake, about which, aot to be extremely 
anxious, is to be in ſome degree undeſerving its 
continuance. 

The loſs of ſuch a friend as I once deemed 
Mr. Palmer to be, I can never ceaſe to deplore 
| with the moſt heartfelt regret and aMiiction. 

Even the conſciouſneſs of not having contributed 

m any reſpect myſelf to the diſtreſſing event, and 
the cafe with which I am able to eſtabliſh that 
coirviction in the minds of my friends, afford 
but little eonſolation at a moment when the den 

of that loſs's being irrecoverable unfits me for 


any conſolation whatever, | 
C. BONNOR. 


General Poſt Office, Feb. 18, 1792. 
me WBS---, 


FINIS. 


C21 


AP PENDI 2H 


Since my Statement of Facts was printed, it 
has been ſuggeſted to me, that the Papers ſo fre- 
quently mentioned and alluded to therein have 
been ſuppoſed by ſome to be Articles of private or 
confidential correſpondence. To exonerate my- 
ſelf from ſuch unworthy ſuſpicions, I here ſubjoin 
a Liſt of their Titles, | 65 

85 C. BONNOR. 


Copy of the Report of the Commiſſioners of 
Enquiry, which had been before communicated 
efficially to the Poſtmaſter General. 

Copy of a Letter from the Comptroller Ge- 
neral to the Commiſſioners of Enquiry, which 
made a part of the Appendix of that Report. 

A Statemeat of Circumftances relating ro the 
Introduction, Progreſs, and Eſtabliſhment of 
Mr. Palmer's Plan at its Outſet in the Year 
1786, alluded to in the above-mentioned 
Letter, | 

Copy of a Part of the Official Correſpondence 
which paſſed between the Poſtmaſter General 
and the Comptroller General upon the Subject 
of certain Regulations directed by the Comp- 
troller General to be carried into Execution in 
Scotland. | . | 

A Plan for a New Penny Poſt Office, the 
Outlines of which the Comptroller General had 
laid before the Commiſſioners of Enquiry in 
May, 1788, 
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